00918 

1988/03/17 



RELEASED IN PART B 1,A5 A3 



DECLASSIFIED 



United Stales Department of State 

Washington, O.C 20520 

March 17, 1988 



SECRET 
MEMORANDUM 

T0: P - Mr. Armacost 

FROM: EAP - Gaston Sigur 

SUBJECT: Your 3/17 6:30 p.m. Meeting With PRC Charge Qian 




fil.A3.A5 



□ 



We recommend that you first hear Qian out, then express 
our concern over the global spread of missile delivery^ystems 

CM^t" 9 the ? r9 !^ need for a ^logue between the US and the 
tSrTto tSSfn'S} 1 !"* ni uf ile technologies. Then you would 
turn. .to the immediate problem of the breaking story and what we 

?h«.ii n „ the W "£ of . assu "'»=« on the Saudi installations 
themselves, referring to the need for a convincing verification 
whl t C S P« C1 " M of ""at you say will of course depend on 

what Qian has already told you. Attached are suggested talking 
points and a list of questions from which you may wish to draw 



Attachments ; 



1) Suggested Talking Points 

2) List of Contingency Questions 
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SECRET 

ggested Talking Points 



USSR — in a move sunnor^L k5 rtS at a tirae when th * °S and 
dismantle IM™s%n T global UsTs'. 9 ° Vernment " »ave agreed to 

"issue i~zii%?j°\^ s izi'z to rr o1 tcansf « ° f 

the utgency for a more If feetiv^ Jfff nt d «*«l<>P««iit heightens 

the 



questxons may be drawn from theTollowinc VllitT) 



We would 
"retailed 
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Questio ns Regarding Chinese Missile in Saudi Arabia 

1. What is the system which has been sold to Saudi Arabia? 

2. What is its range? When was it tested to that range? 

3. what is its warhead (weight of the high explosive and the 
weight of the overall payload including the reentry vehicle)? 

4. What is its accuracy (in terms of meters, circular error 
probability or CEP)? 

Uflr ^' the syftem ever been designed or tested with a chemical 

warhead? How easily can the conventional warhead be replaced bv a 
nuclear warhead? ^ r 

I' " ow man V launchers and missiles has China agreed to sell to 
c tic Saudis? 
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